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As we continue our journey through Ecclesiastes, we’ll take a look at some biographical details of 
its author, King Solomon. !
Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of David his father, only he sacrificed and made offerings at 
the high places… At Gibeon, the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I 
shall give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant David my 
father, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you.  
And you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne this day.  
And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of David my father, although I am but a 
little child.  I do not know how to go out or come in.  And your servant is in the midst of your people whom 
you have chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered or counted for multitude.  Give your servant 
therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern between good and evil, for who is 
able to govern this your great people?”  (1 Kings 3:3,5-9) !
Solomon had received a great heritage from his father David, and he knew it.  It was both a physical 
heritage of nation, city and throne; and a spiritual heritage of knowing God and of shepherding 
God’s people.   So Solomon asked for wisdom to properly steward over this heritage; wisdom and 
discernment to govern well.  This was good; it was true humility on Solomon’s part.   !
It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this.  And God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and 
have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself 
understanding to discern what is right, behold, I now do according to your word.  Behold, I give you a wise 
and discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you.  I give 
you also what you have not asked, both riches and honour, so that no other king shall compare with you, all 
your days.  And if you walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David 
walked, then I will lengthen your days.”  And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream.  (1 Kings 3:6-14)  !
And God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding beyond measure, and breadth of mind like the sand on the 
seashore… And people of all nations came to hear the wisdom of Solomon… (1 Kings 4:29, 34) !
God gave Solomon a supernatural gift of wisdom.  It was something from beyond himself.  
According to God, he became the wisest man that’s ever lived and ever will live!  This wisdom 
would help him govern his own walk with God, govern his people, and make Jerusalem a 
testimony to the whole world.   !
As we look at Ecclesiastes we see that this wisdom is of great help to Solomon as he looks deeply 
into what life is all about.    !
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The book of Ecclesiastes is sandwiched between two statements.  All is vapour / all is utterly 
meaningless (Eccl 1:2)  And, For God will bring every deed into judgement (12:14)  In other words, if life 
ends at the grave, then no matter what you achieve, what you become, who you are, it all comes to 
nothing.  It’s all a meaningless vapour. It takes guts to face that fact.   But in reality, death isn’t the 
end.  God will judge every single deed, which means it fact none of it is pointless; it all counts now 
and it counts into eternity.   In between these two statements, Solomon takes a long, hard, 
courageous look at life, to see what makes it work, what might give it meaning and make it 
satisfying.   !
In Chapter 1 he describes how he tried to see whether meaning and real satisfaction could come 
from getting more and more wisdom and knowledge. But this proved an impossible task, like 
trying to catch the wind.  So now in Chapter 2,  he leaves his study and his books, as it were, and 
goes out to enjoy himself with pleasure and laughter.   Partying and merry-making.  As he does so, 
he’s asking himself, “Is this what life’s all about?”    All the while he’s observing and evaluating, to 
see if these things are what satisfy.  Again he finds it’s like vapour - here one moment, gone the 
next; pointless (see 2:1-2). !
Partying and merrymaking were unsatisfying.  So he turns to something else.  I searched with my 
heart how to cheer my body with wine - my heart still guiding me with wisdom - and how to lay hold on folly 
(2:3). In other words,  Solomon thinks deeply about the effects of indulging himself with wine and 
the effects of behaving foolishly, just having a ‘good time’ at whatever cost.  The way Solomon 
writes this emphasises that he carried out this particular investigation purely through thinking on 
the topic.  He never lost control of his senses in the process; he never actually gave himself over to 
drunkenness or self-indulgent, foolish behaviour.    !
Why is he searching this out?  Till I might see what was good for the children of man to do under heaven 
during the few days of their life (2:3).  Remember Solomon’s prayer for wisdom to know how to lead 
the people?  His search here for what makes life work wasn’t primarily a selfish one.  He wanted to 
better understand his Heavenly Father’s world, and know better how to lead and counsel the 
people.  How to better steward over his heritage.  This is a noble task.   !
He was also well-placed to carry out this search. Solomon was grounded in ‘Hebrew wisdom’ -  that 
is, he knew God and walked in a relationship with God.  As King, Solomon was fantastically 
wealthy and had immense power and access to whatever he wanted.  Plus, he had his God-given 
wisdom and breadth of mind.  All this meant he was uniquely placed to investigate these things.  
He tests them all out, either by experience or through observation, and he does so with his whole 
heart, and without losing sight of his God-given wisdom. At this point in the search, he concludes 
that pleasure, merry making, laughter, wine, and ‘just having a good time’ are all pointless; they just 
can’t give meaning to life or properly satisfy. !
So now he turns to look at materialism. !
2:4-11  God had promised Solomon wealth and honour.   He was supposed to accumulate wealth 
and his fame as a king was supposed to grow strong.   In these verses we see him going about 
building, planting, acquiring those things, gaining wealth and honour.  But despite his wisdom, 
somewhere in all this acquisition, his heart wasn’t completely right.  Let’s look at that.   !
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Years before, God had given specific commands for the future kings of Israel.   Only he must not 
acquire many horses for himself or cause the people to return to Egypt in order to acquire many horses, since 
the Lord has said to you, “you shall never return that way again.”  And he shall not acquire many wives for 
himself, lest his heart turn away, nor shall he acquire for himself excessive silver and gold.”  (Deuteronomy 
17:16-17)  This was the specific command for kings. Not too many horses, not too many wives, and 
not too much silver and gold.   Solomon was a wise man.  What did he do with this command?   !
Solomon gathered together chariots and horsemen.  He had 1,400 chariots and 12,000 horsemen, whom he 
stationed in the chariot cities and with the king in Jerusalem. … And Solomon’s import of horses was from 
Egypt and Kue, and the king’s traders received them from Kue at a price.  A chariot could be imported from 
Egypt for 600 shekels of silver and horse for 150…  (1 Kings 10:26, 28-9)  He accumulated many horses, 
from, of all places, Egypt. !
Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon in one year was 666 talents of gold, besides that which came 
form the explorers and from the business of the merchants and from all the kings of the west and from the 
governors of the land.  (1 Kings 10:14-15)  All of King Solomon’s drinking vessels were of gold… None were 
of silver; silver was not considered as anything in the days of Solomon.  (1 Kings 10:21)   And the king made 
silver as common in Jerusalem as stone… (1 Kings 10:27)  He accumulated excessive silver and gold.  !
Now King Solomon loved many foreign women…  Solomon clung to these in love.  He had 700 wives, 
princesses, and 300 concubines.  And his wives turned away his heart.  For when Solomon was old his wives 
turned away his heart after other gods, and his heart was not wholly true to the Lord his God.  (1 Kings 11: 
2-3)  He took many wives - and in his old age, they turned his heart away from God, from what’s 
right and true.   !
Again, God had exalted Solomon.  He’d given him wisdom, wealth and honour.  We mustn’t forget 
that Solomon ruled exceptionally well.  Judah and Israel were as many as the sand by the sea.  They ate 
and drank and were happy…And Judah and Israel lived in safety… every man under his vine and under his 
fig tree, all the days of Solomon. (1 Kings 4:20:21,25)  But in the midst of his acquisitions, his heart 
wasn’t completely right. As he sought to expand and strengthen the kingdom, there was a lust in 
his heart which corrupted things, and ultimately led to the breakup of the kingdom. This was a lust 
that says “I need to get what I can for myself, and protect what I’ve got.”   !
The whole of human civilisation is built on this “grab it and protect it” mentality.  To see this, let’s 
go back to the beginning of human civilisation, to the building of the first ever city.   Cain spoke to 
Abel his brother.  And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his brother Abel and killed him…  
And the Lord said…“You shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth”… Then Cain went away from the 
presence of the Lord and settled in the land of Nod, east of Eden. .. When he built a city, he called the name of 
the city after the name of his son, Enoch.  (Gen 4:8,12,16-17)   !
Cain was jealous of his brother, since his brother’s sacrifice had been accepted by God and his 
hadn’t.  He wanted what Abel had and so he murdered him, taking his very life.  You desire and do 
not have, so you murder (James 4:2). !
God sentenced Cain to be a wanderer on the earth.  Cain feared for his life, so God promised to 
protect him.  But rather than trusting God and living a nomadic lifestyle, Cain founded and built 
the first city.  Living in a city you have a degree of security, of protection from marauding dangers. 
It helps you protect what you’ve got.    
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And the life of a city is based on trade, on commerce.  What’s commerce based on? Profit.  What’s 
profit based on?  Gain, at the expense of others. Put more bluntly, it’s based on murder.   !
And that’s the foundation of our civilisation.  “Grab it and protect it.”  It’s about grabbing what I 
can for myself, and protecting what I have against being grabbed by someone else.  Rather than 
trusting and relying on God.   !
Obviously there’s a lot about civilisation that holds this in check; there are plenty of examples of 
selfless self-giving in our societies.  But at root, our worldly civilisation is about grabbing and self-
protection.  It has envy and murder at its root.  The first city was founded by a murderer and based 
on murder.  That’s been the basis of human civilisation ever since.   !
And while Solomon was unbelievably wise, while he knew God and walked with God, while God 
was blessing him. at the same time that grabbing mentality was at work in him.    So along with the 
wealth and honour God had promised him, as he built the kingdom he amassed for himself many 
wives, horses from Egypt, and excess of gold.   !
Going back to Ecclesiastes 2, we see that he tried to be judicious and self-controlled as he explored 
materialism, as he built and planted, (“My wisdom remained with me…” 2:9).  But his wisdom and his 
self-control weren’t enough to preserve him.  They weren’t enough to kill that lust to grab.   !
Why not?  Because wisdom without obedience is like a house with no foundations.  Solomon had 
his wisdom - unbelievable depth of wisdom - but he didn’t obey God’s command.  He retained his 
wise perspective, he let wisdom guide his heart, but he didn’t stand with the Lord on the things the 
Lord had specifically said.   !
The second part of God’s command to kings, given years before, was this:  And when he sits on the 
throne of his kingdom, he shall write for himself in a book a copy of this law, approved by the Levitical priests.  
And it shall be with him, and he shall read in it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the Lord his 
God by keeping all the words of this law and these statutes, and doing them, that his heart may not be lifted 
up above his brothers, and that he may not turn aside from the commandment, either to the right hand or to 
the left…  (Deut 17:18-20)  Jewish tradition states that Solomon knew the Law well, but that he 
reasoned that certain parts didn’t apply to him. He justified himself in setting aside the command.   !
Perhaps because he’d inherited such an expansive kingdom, he justified to himself having so many 
chariots to help protect it.  Perhaps because God had promised him wealth, he justified to himself 
the acquisition of so much gold.  Perhaps because God had promised him honour, he justified 
acquiring so many foreign wives.  Surely the kingdom would be strengthened by making alliances 
with those nations!  Besides which, who would not look on him with awe and honour, seeing the 
beauty of these women?  Despite his wisdom, his lack of obedience deceived him into thinking he 
was a special case.  His heart was lifted up above his brothers.  He justified himself rather than 
justifying God. !
It’s easy to sit in judgement on Solomon.  He’d been given so much, and therefore so much was 
required of him.   We shouldn’t forget that to walk that line, governing over such wealth and 
prosperity and fame, given by God; and not let his heart turn aside, not allow any of that grabbing 
mentality to play on his heart, would indeed be a momentous challenge.   
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But imagine what would have happened if he had fully obeyed.  If he hadn’t succumbed to the 
grabbing.  No doubt he would have had less gold, fewer horses, just one wife.  His kingdom would 
have been outwardly less splendid, but in reality, so much more glorious.  !
With the simple key of obedience, the door would have remained unlocked to a spiritually 
prosperous kingdom, a spiritually honoured kingdom, a spiritually wealthy kingdom, and all for 
the glory of God!  In our day too, there’s is a true spiritual wealth, honour, and glory of God to be 
manifested on this earth.  Solomon missed it, but God can have a people who demonstrate it.   !
Then I considered all that my hands had done… and behold all was vapour… (2:11) When Solomon had 
built these things, he looked at it all and realised, it’s all vapour.  It’s all going to disappear at some 
point. It was a passing, fleeting pleasure. !
He’s not saying that building things is wrong in itself; that houses, gardens, music, vineyards, 
families are a bad thing.  All these things have their place - a very important place!.  In fact Solomon 
was supposed to build! But if we give ourselves to these things without God being properly in the 
picture, we end up trying to grab what we can and protect what we can. It might look very 
sophisticated.  But it’s the way of Cain.  And, as Solomon found out, that way of life ends in 
emptiness.   !
Looking at this chapter, together with the history of Solomon’s life, we can see that the grabbing 
mentality actually steals whats best.   Looking at Cain and his founding of the first city, we see how 
our whole civilisation is built on grabbing - effectively on murder.  Going back even further, we can 
see the root of this.  And the Lord God commanded the man, saying  “You may surely eat of every tree of the 
garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you 
shall surely die”…  (Genesis 2:16 )So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 
delight  to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she 
also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. (Gen 3:6)  They wanted to gain something 
for themselves,  to grab it on their terms.    !
Gaining something for myself has a powerful attraction to it!   The tragedy is that in truth, God 
wanted to give so much to Adam and Eve.  And in fact, the command itself was the gift!  “Stay 
away from that tree, for in trying to grab for yourself you will ultimately encounter death!   Instead, 
rely on Me, and I will greatly bless you. You will have LIFE.”  Similarly, God wanted to give so 
much more to Solomon.  But the key to the gift was the command - which he rejected.   !
In Genesis 1:28, God blessed Adam and Eve and told them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth 
and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and the birds of the heavens and over every living 
thing that moves on the earth.”  Solomon came close to this dominion, as he expertly governed his vast 
kingdom. He thought he could fulfil this commission to rule, originally given to Adam. But 
Solomon didn’t take account of the Fall, of (in his own words) the plague of his own heart. He 
didn’t take account of the sin crouching at his door.   He thought he could set aside God’s command 
and all would be well. He thought his gift of wisdom was enough, and ended up ignoring the 
Giver.     Whether it’s through possessions, achievements, family, even our spirituality - if we don’t 
stand by Him, we fall! !!
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Here in the first eleven verses of Ecclesiastes 2,  Solomon turns the grabbing, materialistic world 
system on its head and shows it to be pointless vapour.  And with it, he upturns the subtle 
temptation that comes to all of us - “If you could only get this for yourself!  And hold onto it for 
yourself!”  It might be stuff, it might be friendships or family, it might be reputation or popularity, it 
might even be ministry, or personal spirituality and holiness!  But God says - “No. I will bless you - 
if you will listen to Me.”  

__________ !
Time and time again in Ecclesiastes we see that in reality, life is tragic, because murder came in.  Our 
world civilisation is based on that murder.  But we’re offered citizenship in another kingdom.   A 
new, holy city, made up of living stones; whose builder and founder is not Cain, but God.  The true 
civilisation, where God is enough!  It’s not “a pie in the sky when you die” - it’s lived out here on 
earth while we await the end of this Age.  It’s not based on murder, on grabbing and protecting; but 
on Life:  on trusting, obeying, giving of ourselves.   !
James expresses this dynamic very clearly:  But about the feuds and struggles that exist among you—
where do you suppose they come from? Can’t you see that they arise from conflicting passions within 
yourselves? You crave for something and don’t get it, you are jealous and envious of what others have got and 
you don’t possess it yourselves. Consequently in your exasperated frustration you struggle and fight with one 
another. You don’t get what you want because you don’t ask God for it. And when you do ask he doesn’t give 
it to you, for you ask in quite the wrong spirit—you only want to satisfy your own desires. 

You are like unfaithful wives, flirting with the glamour of this world, and never realising that to be the 
world’s lover means becoming the enemy of God! Anyone who deliberately chooses to love the world is thereby 
making himself God’s enemy. Do you think what the scriptures have to say about this is a mere formality? Or 
do you imagine that this spirit of passionate jealousy is the Spirit he has caused to live in us? No, he gives us 
grace potent enough to meet this and every other evil spirit, if we are humble enough to receive it. That is why 
he says: ‘God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.’  Be humble then before God. but resist the devil 
and you’ll find he’ll run away from you.  Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. (James 4:1-8 JB 
Phillips/ ESV) 

The command is the gift.  When we grab and protect, we lose.  It’s much more blessed to draw near 
to Him in trust, obedience, and unrestrained love.   

__________ 
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